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Play 
centred 
learning

◦ In Year 1, we believe that it is important to have a smooth transition 
between the Foundation Stage and the Year 1 curriculum.  

◦ In KS1, children learn successfully through play. We offer a range of 
opportunities  for children to engage in learning in this way as well 
as gradually introducing a more formal structure.  

◦ A typical day involves a literacy, phonics  and maths input with 
follow on activities. Art, science, ICT, history, geography, DT, PHSE 
and RE are all visited during the afternoons in our various Learning 
Journeys. 



◦Our literacy curriculum is called Ready Steady Write. 
◦ Each half term will focus on one book. 
◦ Learning will go through 4 stages - immerse, analyse, 

plan and write. 
Literacy 



Phonics

◦ Phonics is the main strategy used in schools to teach reading. We use the 
Read Write Inc, which is a highly systematic and successful programme of 
study.  

◦ In June 2026, all year 1 children are expected to take a phonics’ screening 
which involves children reading a series of 40 real and alien words.  

◦ The pass rate in 2025 was 32 out of 40. 
◦ We’ll be holding a Phonics Evening for parents on Wednesday 17th 

September at 6pm. 



Maths
◦Maths is taught daily and each lesson begins with a 

Review & Do where we revisit and reinforce previous 
learning.  
◦ New concepts are taught using the ‘concrete, pictorial 

and abstract’ process.  
◦We learn in lots of different ways including songs, rhymes, 

practical activities, online games, investigations and 
paired work.



Maths
◦ To count to and across100 - forwards and backwards and 

from any given number. 
◦ To count in multiples of 2, 5 and 10. 
◦ Add and subtract numbers to 20. 
◦ Identify halves and quarters of shapes and quantities. 
◦ Compare lengths, weights and volume. 
◦ Know the days of the weeks and months of the year. 
◦ Tell the time to the hour and half hour on a clock face.

End of Year 1 
expectations 



◦Our mornings are focussed on teaching reading, writing and 
maths. 
◦Other subjects are mainly taught in the afternoons. These are 

art, computing, design and technology, geography, history, 
music,  P.E, P.H.S.E and science. 
◦We group these subjects into themes and link as much 

learning as possible. 
◦We’ll send you weekly updates letting you know what we’ll 

be teaching in school. This will be on Seesaw.

The 
Learning 
Journey



P.E 

Year 1 will have P.E on a 
Friday afternoon.   
Children should bring P.E 
kit in a named bag. 
They bag will need to 
contain the items 
featured in the picture. 
They will need a warm 
zip up and joggers for 
colder weather. 
Please put names on 
EVERYTHING! 



Swimming 
Swimming will be on a Tuesday 
Afternoon and is a key part of 
our P.E curriculum.  
Children should bring swimming 
kit, including a swimming hat in 
a named bag.  
If your child uses goggles, 
please ask for a permission letter 
from the office. 
We will let you know on when 
this will start. 



Routines

Break Times  

Snacks 
Unlike Reception, we have a break from 10.15-30am everyday. 
Free fruit is provided and children can also bring their own 
snacks from home - healthy ones please and not too much!	  
No snacks which contain nuts or nut products. 

Hot and Cold 
We go outside most days so please make sure your child 
comes into school with a coat each day. 
When it’s hot a hat and water bottle are crucial. 



Reading 
at Home

◦ Extensive research has shown that reading at home with 
their child is the single most important thing parents can do 
to improve educational achievement. 

◦ Our home reading books are closely  matched to the 
phonics sounds and books your child is learning each week 
in school. 

◦ It is recommended that children read each book 3-5 times. 
This helps them progress from focussing on decoding to 
focussing on comprehension.  

◦ Remember: PRACTICE MAKES PERMANENT! 😀  
◦ We’d really like it if you could send us a short video (30-60 

seconds) of your child reading to someone at home. It 
doesn’t need to be the whole book, just a few pages and 
we’ll award 10 house points for every video we receive! 

◦ Books will be changed every Monday, please remember to 
bring them in.



New School 
Values



Rewards
◦ Children earn house points for great work, 

application and for excellent behaviour in class 
and at lunchtimes. 

◦ We also find stickers can be a great motivator in 
Year 1. 

◦ Certificates are awarded to two children in each 
class in our celebration assembly every Friday. 

◦ Each half term, two children will receive a 
certificate and you’ll be invited in to see them 
receive the certificate in an assembly. One 
certificate will be presented for being a good 
learner and the other for being a good person. 

◦ We also have awards presented for each key stage 
based on the school values. 



Routines
Picking up at home time  
Please let your class teacher know, either in person or via an email 
or note, if there is a change in your usual pick up routine.  

If you are going to be late, please contact the office so we can 
reassure the children. 
Please name EVERYTHING!  

Communication  
Quick messages can be shared at morning drop off. 
Anything else - please email via  
admin@kmprimary.leics.sch.uk 

We’re happy to talk over the phone or in person just message to 
arrange a time. 

Seesaw 
We’ll send you a weekly message via Seesaw to let you know what 
your child will be learning. We will also set homework tasks on this 
platform. 

mailto:admin@kmprimary.leics.sch.uk


English Resources
Here is how to find the English part to our school website.  

This explains our approach to teaching reading, writing and 
spelling etc… 

There is also a section offering ideas how how you can help at 
home.





THANK YOU FOR 
WATCHING 😊



Reading 
at Home


